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COMMONWEALTH OF VIRGINIA

STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION

AT RICHMOND, MARCH 23, 2000

APPLICATION OF

ATMOS ENERGY CORPORATION CASE NO.  PUE000098
d/b/a UNITED CITIES GAS COMPANY

For approval of the condemnation
of an easement across the property
and/or right-of-way at Norfolk
Southern Railway Company

ORDER DIRECTING RESPONSE

On March 7, 2000, Atmos Energy Corporation d/b/a United

Cities Gas Company ("United Cities") filed an application with

the State Corporation Commission ("Commission") pursuant to

§ 25-233 of the Code of Virginia, for authority to initiate

condemnation proceedings for the acquisition of an easement over

property and/or right-of-way owned by Norfolk Southern Railway

Company ("Norfolk Southern") in Dublin, Virginia.  The

Application states that United Cities desires to install a four-

inch reinforcement gas pipeline across Norfolk Southern's

property and/or right-of-way in order to accommodate a 40%

increase in the connected natural gas load to an industrial

customer, Volvo, that is currently expanding its existing

facility in Dublin.
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United Cities states that it and Norfolk Southern have been

unable to reach agreement on the proposed crossing.

The application maintains that United Cities' acquisition

of the easement over Norfolk Southern's property and/or right-

of-way is required by a public necessity and an essential public

convenience.

NOW THE COMMISSION, upon consideration of this matter, is

of the opinion that United Cities' application should be

docketed and that Norfolk Southern should be permitted to file a

pleading responsive to the application, and United Cities should

be permitted to file a reply.  In its filing, Norfolk Southern

should identify the precise nature of its interest in the

property across which United Cities seeks an easement, and it

should address the possible applicability of §§ 56-17 to 56-19

of the Code of Virginia.  United Cities should similarly address

in its reply the applicability of §§ 56-17 to 56-19 to the

easement it seeks to acquire.  Accordingly,

IT IS ORDERED THAT:

(1) This matter is hereby docketed and assigned Case No.

PUE000098.

(2) On or before April 13, 2000, Norfolk Southern shall

file with the Clerk of the Commission an original and fifteen

(15) copies of its responsive pleading, and shall on the same

day serve a copy of any such pleading on United Cities' counsel.
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(3) On or before April 28, 2000, United Cities Gas shall

file with the Clerk of the Commission an original and fifteen

(15) copies of its reply to Norfolk Southern's responsive

pleading, and shall on the same day serve a copy of any such

pleading on Norfolk Southern's counsel.

(4) This matter is continued for further orders of the

Commission.


